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intellectual state of Asia Minor at the time when they were written.
Asia Minor was then the theatre of a strange movement of syncreti-
cal philosophy; all the germs of Gnosticism existed there already.
John appears to have drunk deeply from these strange springs. It
may be that, after the crisis of the year 68 (the date of the Apoca-
lypse) and of the year 70 (the destruction of Jerusalem), the old
apostle, with an ardent and plastic spirit, disabused of the belief in
a near appearance of the Son of man in the clouds, may have
inclined towards the ideas that he found around him, of which
several agreed sufficiently well with certain Christian doctrines.
In attributing these new ideas to Jesus, he only followed a very
natural tendency. Our remembrances are transformed with our
circumstances; the ideal of a person that we have known changes
as we change."1 Considering Jesus as the incarnation of truth,
John could not fail to attribute to him that which he had come to
consider as the truth.

If we must speak candidly, we will add that probably John himself
had little share in this; that the change was made around him rather
than by him. One is sometimes tempted to believe that precious
notes, coming from the apostle, have been employed by his dis-
ciples in a very different sense from the primitive Gospel spirit.
In fact, certain portions of the fourth Gospel have been added
later; such is the entire twenty-first chapter^ in which the author
seems to wish to render homage to the apostle Peter after his
death, and to reply to the objections which would be drawn, or
already had been drawn, from the death of John himself, (ver,
21-28.) Many other places bear the trace of erasures and correc-
tions 3 It is impossible at this distance to understand these
singular problems, and without doubt many surprises would be in
store for us, if we were permitted to penetrate the secrets of that
mysterious school of Ephesus, which, moie than once, appears to

1 It was thus that Napoleon became a liberal in the lemombrances of Jiis com-*
panions in exile, when these, after their return, found themselves thrown in tho '
midst of the political society of the time.

2  The verses, chap. xx. 30, 81, evidently form the original conclusion,
* Chap. yi. 2, 22, vii, 22.